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Congestion

It threatens our personal mobility and the coun-

try's economic development. It could shut down

our entire transportation system if nothing is done.

Congestion is choking northeastern Illinois. Rapid

economic development and a growing population

have stretched our roadway and transit systems to

the limit.

Obviously, we must preserve our current trans-

portation system to provide a foundation for future

growth. Unfortunately, our preservation needs far

outweigh projected resources.

However, preservation alone can't reduce con-

gestion and won't expand the system's capacity to

meet future traffic demands, which are projected

to increase 23 percent by the year 2010.

6nr\

Transportation Needs versus Public Revenues (1989-2010)

Highway Transit

in billions of 1987 dollars in billions of 1987 dollars

$14.0

$10..5

$ 7.0

$ .3..5

$14.0

$10.5

$ ;!.i n
$ needs revenues $ needs revenues

New
Maintenance

New
Maintenance

Source; Chicago AreaTransportation Study



Operation Green Light offers hope. This eight-

point plan is a blueprint of what transportation

can be for northeastern lUinois-if we act now to

build consensus among regional decisionmakers

to develop specific methods to attack congestion.

The plan addresses eight major issues.

• Developing Major Transit/Highway Facilities

• Creating a Strategic Regional Arterial Network

• Improving Other Key Arterial Roadways

• Identifying Strategic Transit Improvements

• Improving Freeway Traffic Management

• Improving Arterial Traffic Management

• Reducing Demand for Highway Use

• Increasing Environmental Consideration
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RouaDeveloping MajorTransit/Highway Facilities

To cope with increasing traffic demand, the plan

recommends building new freeways, toll road proj-

ects and transit rail lines as outlined in the Chicago

Area Transportation Study 2010 Plan.

Operation Green Light also addresses the area's

post-2010 transportation needs. Experience has

taught us that rapid growth in undeveloped areas

can make land for needed expressways and transit

systems prohibitively expensive, or impossible

to obtain.

So, the plan identifies "Corridors of the Future"-

freeway sites and transit rail lines for preliminary

engineering studies and right-of-way preservation

measures.





rr PreaCreating a Strategic Regional Arterial

Network

Simply building new expressways and transit facil-

ities won't solve congestion. A supplement to our

freeway system is needed.

Operation Green Light suggests creation of a

Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) Network of road-

ways to absorb a large part of longer-distance,

high-volume auto and commercial traffic currently

clogging our freeways.

Once this SRA Network is identified, preliminary

engineering studies can begin on the most urgently

needed roadways to assess steps needed to im-

prove, expand or change them to serve as an inte-

grated traffic network.

Improving Other Key Arterial Roadways

Operation Green Light also recommends modifica-

tions on arterial roadways not included in the SRA

Network. These improvements will increase urban

mobility for local traffic traveling short distances.

These other roadways are needed because they:

• Support local commercial development

• Provide access to land and freeways

• Expedite inter-community travel

• Provide vital transit routing



Identifying Strategic Transit Improvements
Our transit system is recognized as one of the most

extensive in the country. Nevertheless, improve-

ments are needed to make it a quicker and more

convenient alternative in congested areas.

Operation Green Light also recommends in-

creased attention by policymakers and planners to

alternate modes of travel such as pedestrian and

bicycle traffic.

Other traffic flow improvements include identi-

fying bus pullout locations and giving buses prior-

ity movement, as well as improving highway access

to railway stations.
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Improving Freeway Traffic Management
Operation Green Light cites several strategies to re-

duce traffic congestion through improved freeway

traffic management techniques. Possible freeway

improvements include:

• Expanding the freeway surveillance system

• Expanding the changeable message sign network

• Enhancing the highway advisory radio network

• Increasing use of ramp metering

• Implementing automated toll collection

• Expanding the emergency vehicle patrol service

These improvements could provide up-to-the-

minute traffic information to motorists and en-

hance traffic flow management on the freeways.
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Improving Arterial Traffic Management
Improving traffic management on arterial roadways

is equally important. For example, computeriza-

tion of traffic signals is one cost-effective method

to improve traffic flow. Other targets include:

• Development of a regionwide incident detection

network
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• Creation of a system to monitor overall congestion

on arterial roadways

Reducing Demand for Highway Use
Up to this point, we've focused on improving or in-

creasing the capacity of our highway and transit

system to reduce congestion.

It's also essential to increase efforts to reduce

the demand for highway use.

Operation Green Light considers several demand

management strategies, such as promoting alter-

native work schedules, increasing employer ride-

sharing programs, promoting off-peak truck deliv-

eries, and providing preferential facilities for high-

occupancy vehicles.



Increasing Environmental Consideration

Air quality in nortiieastern Illinois continues to be

an important issue.

Any responsible plan for congestion relief also

should concentrate on reducing automobile

emissions.

All of the recommendations described in Opera-

tion Green Light-increasing transit ridership,

reducing peak period demand and relieving

congestion-will result in less idling, better high-

way speeds and less pollution.

Similarly, noise pollution and aesthetics must be

addressed.

Today, new freeways are planned carefully to

reduce noise through walls, berms and depressed

roadways. Sight screening and landscaping is used

to make the new highway visually acceptable for

nearby residents.

Unfortunately, older facilities were not con-

structed with noise and aesthetics in mind. Even

today, residential developments being built along-

side highways compound the situation.

Operation Green Light examines modifying

existing highways to reduce noise and improve

aesthetics. Additionally, planning agencies should

be encouraged to work with local governments to

determine land use compatible with highways and

transit systems.



Sup^jort Operation Green Light

Obviously, there is no quick, inexpensive answer to

unclog the trafficjam that threatens our mobility

and the economic future of our country.

However, there is hope. Some solutions are short-

term and can be implemented immediately. Others

are long-term, but preliminary work can and should

begin as soon as possible.

Let's work together to steer clear of congestion.
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